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Abundance 

 It is said that this year we have a confluence that won’t happen again for 
75,000 years: Thanksgiving and Hanukkah coincide.   

 As interesting as the confluence is between our Gregorian calendar and the 
lunisolar Hebrew calendar, I think a more interesting confluence is the theme.   
On Thanksgiving, we give thanks for our blessings and live abundantly.  We set a 
table that’s overflowing, we watch too much football (as if there could be too much 
football), and we celebrate in the company of friends and family.   

Hanukkah celebrates a different kind of abundance.  About 160 years 
before Christ, the Temple was desecrated by Antiochus, king of the then-dominant 
Seleucid Empire.  Jewish forces recaptured the Temple and cleansed it.  Ritual 
required olive oil for the menorah that was to burn in the Temple.  There was  
only enough oil for one day; ordinarily it took eight days for fresh oil to be 
properly prepared.  The one day supply of oil burned miraculously for eight days, 
and Hanukkah commemorates the miracle. 

 Abundance.  Shortage.  I think it’s wonderful that these two holidays 
coincide this year.  This should lead us to examine our lives and ask: do we really 
need more?  Do we really trust God with our lives? 

 Walter Brueggemann, a highly-regarded Presbyterian professor of Old 
Testament (emeritus) at Columbia Theological Seminary (GA), often wrote that 
much of the O.T. is framed as a battle between God’s abundance and the “myth  
of scarcity.”  He sees Pharaoh, who acquires almost all of the land in Egypt,  
who worries about the growing population of Israelites, as the essence of belief  
in scarcity.  The Israelites, for whom manna is provided in the wilderness, bask in 
God’s abundance.  Brueggemann wrote: “we must confess that the central problem 
of our lives is that we are torn apart by the conflict between our attraction to the 
good news of God's abundance and the power of our belief in scarcity.” (The 
Liturgy of Abundance and the Myth of Scarcity, Christian Century, March 1999.) 

 We want to hear of God’s abundance.  We want to trust in it.  But the 
belief in scarcity is a powerful drag on our lives.  We are willing to thank God for  
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an enormous turkey that graces our table, but we are unwilling to believe that a 
one-day supply of oil can burn for eight. 

 Yet this is why God ordained the tithe for us – the idea that we should 
give one-tenth of our income to God.  The tithe is a liberating instruction.   
It reminds us that we can live on a little less.  It teaches us that 90% of our 
income can supply 100% of our needs.  It makes people feel abundantly  
blessed – because that’s what generosity feels like.   

When you give something away, you feel like you have a lot of it.  That’s 
true of time in addition to money.  The people who feel the most stress about 
their schedules always seem to be the ones who are “too busy” to help others.  
Can I let you in on a secret – a Biblically inspired secret?  If you think you’re too 
busy to give of your time, you have the cause-and-effect relationship backwards.  
Give of your time, and you won’t feel so busy.  Give of your income, and you’ll 
feel you have more. 

Professor Brueggemann has a great reminder about the 23rd Psalm.   
We all know how it begins: “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  He 
reminds us that “I shall not want” is more than a promise, it’s a decision.   
We decide that when we have declared that the Lord is our shepherd, we have 
enough.  That “what God gives shall be enough for me.”  In a world that tells  
us “we always must want one more thing,” to say “I shall not want” is to choose 
to live in God’s trust-filled world. 

 So as we will no doubt continue to hear about this “not for another 
75,000 years” confluence of holidays, remember that within these stories is a 
choice we face: will we trust that we have enough?  Or will we choose to believe 
in the power of scarcity?  I hope you will decide to trust God’s abundance, 
boldly declare “I shall not want”, and share boundlessly with the world. 

Peace and Blessings, 
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READ TO FEED 
READ TO FEED Program benefits HEIFER International which was started 65 years ago by  
a farmer, Dan West, during the Spanish Civil War when he was giving a cup of milk to  
a hungry child and said, “This child doesn’t need a cup of milk, they need a cow”. Carolina  
Zuluaga, Project Manager, wrote, “We’re blessed to have all that we need, food on the table, clean 
water and so much more.  When you donate to Heifer, you are helping families in 54 countries 
including the US. They live at a poverty level that most of us don’t understand. The congregation 

has helped Heifer throughout the years with the Pumpkin Patch and last year’s Read to Feed.  On Sunday, October 
27, we concluded the Read to Feed program. If you have collected funds for Heifer, please bring them to the church 
to be included in this year’s fund-raiser. $810 have been raised so far.” Proverbs 19:17, “Whoever is generous to the 
poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.” 
 

THE PUMPKIN PATCH 
The PUMPKIN PATCH which also benefits Heifer International is doing very well with over $4800 worth  
of pumpkins and gourds sold in the Patch so far. We keep 25 % for Heifer and the Pumpkin Patch in Greensboro, 
NC pays the Navajo Indians in New Mexico to grow and harvest the pumpkins and truck them across the country. 

Dorothy VanderWerf enjoyed telling stories in the Patch to  
the children in our six Preschool & Kindergarten classes along 
with their choosing afavorite pumpkin. Lauren Bigler, Project 
Manager, thanks the 24 volunteers who unloaded all the  

pumpkins and the 40 staffers who sold pumpkins in the Patch. You are a generous congregation and we invite  
you to purchase any of the pumpkins left in the Patch for half-price. 
 

PUMPKIN FEST 
The PUMPKIN FEST brought about 100 children and parents to Elmore Hall for a festive pumpkin 
carving extravaganza along with face painting, nail painting, stories with Mary Cushman, pumpkin 
crafts, and yummy refreshments on October 19. 
 

UNICEF 
UNICEF  helps children of the world live healthier lives, helps kids have clean, safe water, and helps  
kids go to school. The Church School children are collecting money in their Trick or Treat boxes.  
Rachel Kumor and Chloe Rees, Project Managers, will gather all the donations on Sunday, Nov. 3.  
 

GIVING IS A DISCIPLINE: Children and youth are encouraged to practice the 
gift of giving to others through their offering AND through tangible gifts such as UNICEF and READ 
TO FEED in September and October.  In November, we ask children and youth to bring a can or box  
of food on SUKKAH SUNDAY, November 10th, and present their gift of food in worship before  
going to their classes. 
 

PARENTING GROUPS MEET IN NOVEMBER 
 On November 3, the Parents with Special Needs Children will meet as a Support Group  

at 12:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room. 
 

 On November 10, the Second Sunday Parenting Group with Young Children gathers at 12:15 
p.m. in the East Room for story-time, refreshments, crafts and a time to connect with other parents.

                  
       - Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 
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GRACE UNPLUGGED UPDATE TO OUR MIDDLE  
AND HIGH SCHOOL TEENS AND PARENTS 
  
Thanks to all the teens who joined us for the movie theater trip to see GRACE unplugged and 
joined us back at the church for pizza.  The film was such a success we decided to do it again  
when it comes to DVD!  Look for information on a spring dinner to eat and watch this  
Christian film whose soundtrack is now #1 on faith charts. 

 

MOM CONNECTION 
Sunday November 17th, 10 a.m. (before worship) 
 

FPC Moms, join us for coffee, faith laughter – a great hour of fellowship just  
for you! Heard great things about FPC’s Financial Peace University? In our Mom 
Connection hour together on 11/17 FPC facilitator and financial planner Paul 
Platek will join us for “Top Tips from Financial Peace University”- a not miss  
for busy families. Save the date and email Pastor Kellie with any questions at 
kellie@Englewoodpres.org. 
*Plan to arrive at 9:45 in the upstairs Center for Learning Youth Lounge for 10 a.m. conversation.  Downstairs  
childcare provided.   

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays through December at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
 

Parents and caregivers of preschoolers, join us for  
children’s yoga in the Chapel for this free time of play.  We’ll begin and end each playful yoga session with  
learning the Lord’s Prayer with our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email Pastor Kellie with any questions  
at kellie@Englewoodpres.org. November 6 &13 (no class on Nov. 20 & 27).  

THE ART LOFT@FPC 
In partnership with Scribble Art Workshop, The Art Loft @ FPC is an  
exciting new venture that provides an opportunity for your child to  
explore and develop his/her creativity on Tuesday mornings.  Our FPC 
main office has flyers and registration or check out the FPC Web site  
under Families /The Art Loft. Church members, we hope you’ll pop up to 
take a look at The Art Loft which was formerly the upstairs FPC gym. Look 
for more information on its church opening during this season’s Advent. 

 

 



 

 

COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, November 21, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are a 
caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to bring you both a 
wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive sharing led by Sheila 
Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  Each meeting is comprised of a 
presentation by a local expert offering advice and resources, followed by a time of discussion and sharing.  For 
additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to 
others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

ANNUAL AUTUMN AUCTION WITH DINNER ON 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH 

Deadline for $25 Dinner tickets to the Autumn Auction is Sunday, November 3. It all begins at 6 p.m.  
in Elmore Hall on Friday, November 8. There is a Silent, Dutch, and Live Auction with last year’s professional 

auctioneer, Bob Milligan. The 7 p.m. hot buffet dinner is by Marc’s Catering and 
music is provided by the Jazz Doctors.  November 1 is the deadline for those Gift 
Certificates to your favorite restaurants, Gift Baskets you gather, Specialty items  
(TV’s, tech products), Jewelry and Collectibles, Vacation Homes, AND those 
“services” you’d like to donate (leaf raking, baby sitting, dinner for..., baking for the 
holidays, decorating a centerpiece, trips to the airport, window washing, music for 
your special event, photo taking, etc.)  Booster contributions are also accepted.  All 
donors receive a letter for tax purposes. NVE Bank of Englewood is a gold sponsor. of 

the Auction. Proceeds are given to local charities including the Vivian Farris Scholarship Fund 
of the Woman’s Club of Englewood to assist young women of Englewood with college tuition. 

GRIEFSHARE:  
FPC'S WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

Tuesday evenings, November 5, 12, and 19 
 

Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member or friend is invited to attend GriefShare: FPC's 
weekly support group for people grieving the death of someone close.  Through each GriefShare session you 
will find encouragement and help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member 
or friend.  GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian support group where each session begins with a  
video presentation followed by discussion led by the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo. Please feel free to forward  
this invitation to others you know who are grieving the death of a family member or friend to join us for 
this program on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm.  Sign up for GriefShare on the FPC Web site in the ‘Happenings’ 
section or email Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo.  
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CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care. 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study continues at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
each week.  In this study we review the text that forms the basis of the 
sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, and translation  
that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us. 

 
 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, November 7, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. 
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us in a video-based study based on the 
book Wonderstruck by Christian author Margaret Feinberg. 

First Press 

THANK YOU FOR A GENEROUS PEACEMAKING OFFERING  
“Peace at all times in all ways” from 2 Thessalonians 3:16 is the theme for this year’s  
Peacemaking Offering which was $2,525. That will make a big difference in a world that  
needs HOPE to help end human trafficking and violence, give kids a place to sleep, and build 
peace overseas through our Presbyterian peacemaking program. Our church keeps 25% of the 

offering ($630) for our local peacemaking ministry which will be determined by our Mission Com-
mittee in November. 

SUKKAH SUNDAY, NOV. 10, BENEFITS CFA  
Each year on the 2nd Sunday of November we bring a bag of food items for a Thanksgiving 
meal into worship with us and present them as a gift offering for needy families in our area. 
The Center for Food Action then puts together hundreds of food packages for holiday meals 
and distributes them the week before Thanksgiving from Elmore Hall. Gift certificates for 
turkeys, other groceries, or even free turkeys from a local supermarket are gratefully accepted 
on November 10 or before. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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Other News 

DAILY BIBLE READING 

Many years ago I decided to read the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation in one year.  I contin-
ued this practice for the next 6 to 7 years, using a variety of reading plans and several translations. I 
used several translations because I found after reading a particular translation for several years it 
“wore out” and while my eyes moved over the words, they didn’t sink in. Changing the translation 
solved this problem. I used the Living Bible, the New International Version, the New English Version and 
the Good News Translation. 

 I have not engaged in systematic Bible reading for at least 10 to 15 years. I have grown concerned that my 
knowledge of the Bible and my memory of where a passage could be found have faded. My daily devotions and pray-
er life have also suffered. I made a few tries to go back to it, but soon bogged down.  
 This summer, Rich introduced the congregation to the YouVersion cell phone app as a sermon aid. In ex-
ploring this app I noticed a number of Bible reading plans provided by YouVersion along with a good variety of  
Bible translations to use in the reading. I picked the OWN365 day plan that offers readings six days per week. Each 
day’s assignment has a selection from the Old Testament and another selection either from the Wisdom books or 
the New Testament.  
 I’m currently on day 73 with 20% of the Bible completed! I think part of my success with the plan is that I 
am using my cell phone for everything. There is no need to carry a Bible with the reading schedule around with me. 
The font is variable and accommodates my eyesight. And I use a second cell phone app—a list maker—to keep my 
prayer list handy. As the days have progressed, I find that my mind is more “God structured” and I am praying 
more, both very good things.  I am looking forward to finishing the Bible this year.  Please pray for me, and that  
others might also take on this adventure with God.       - Sandy Bishop 

 

TWO NEW INTEREST GROUPS BEGIN IN NOVEMBER 

FPC NEEDLE CRAFTERS, coordinated by Wilda Lagrosa and Sara Lee, invite both men and women 
interested in knitting or crocheting and those wishing to learn the needle craft to join them on the 2nd 

and 4th Tuesdays, November 12 and 26 at 1:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the church. The click 
of needles, the touch of yarn, acrylic or wool, the miraculous creation of beautiful fabric from a 
single strand of yarn – any knitter knows the satisfaction in the simple act of knitting. Wilda shares 

this from 1 Peter 4:10, “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God." As we have received a gift of knitting and crocheting...we can use it to help 

each other and we can use it to make things for the less fortunate.  
 
FPC MEN’S DINNER NIGHT OUT, is something new for the Men of the Church. Let’s meet at  
a local restaurant and have dinner and be able to socialize with each other. We will go dutch, as they 
say, on Thursday, November 14, at 4 West Diner,  Rt. 4 and Van Brunt Street in Englewood at  
7:00 p.m. If interested in attending, please call or Email Jim Lagrosa. JML1242@aol.com. or call  
him at 201- 693-2464. 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that worships every Sunday evening at 5:30 
p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and  
the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  Childcare provided in the Nursery. 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Are you interested in BECOMING A MEMBER of First Presbyterian Church?   
Membership is simply an affirmation of your desire to declare that this is your church home 
at this time in your life.  If you’re interested in learning more about FPC, please speak with 
Rev. Hong and/or attend our Newcomer’s Dinner (see separate notice).  Persons wishing  
to join are invited to meet with members of the Session (church elders) at 12:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 10 and be received in worship on Sunday, November 17. 
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SINGLES CONNECTION IN NOVEMBER 

Singles are invited to attend the Brahms German Requiem Concert on Saturday, 
November 23 at 7:30 p.m. presented by our Chancel Choir, St. Paul’s Episcopal Choir, 
Middletown Concert Chorale, and Newburgh Symphonic Chorale accompanied by the 
55 piece Newburgh Symphony Orchestra. Get together before or after will be announced. 

NEWCOMER’S DINNER 

Are you new to FPC?  Please join us for a NEWCOMER'S DINNER on Wednesday,  
November 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the East Room.  Meet other people who've recently  
discovered FPC, and learn more about the church.  Because we are ordering food, we  
need you to R.S.V.P. if you are coming no later than noon on Monday, November 4.  
Please call the Church Office (201-568-7373 ext. 0 or office@englewoodpres.org) and  
also indicate if you have any dietary restrictions or require child care in the nursery.   

CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING 

We are planning to hold an interfaith CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING on 
Tuesday, November 26 at 7 p.m. in Elmore Hall.  We are inviting performers from 
other worshipping communities to join together in a celebration of music and  
other performing arts.  We hope you can attend!  Refreshments will be served.  
(Also, if you can help plan, setup, or cleanup afterwards, please contact Rev. Hong 
or Mercedes Zuluaga.) 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON NOV. 15 AND 17  
The indoor LABYRINTH on the floor in the Chapel is open on Friday, November 15 from  

4 – 7 p.m. and again on Sunday, November 17 from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Enter through the  
East Room, enjoy a candle-lit, quiet and reflective walk. The labyrinth is a 32 foot canvass 
patterned after the one in the Chartres Cathedral in France. It is a metaphor for the journey  

of life with its twists and turns, changes and challenges, but we continue on the path with  
hope and determination.  
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People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Joan Barker and family on the death of her mother two weeks after her  

100th birthday. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Paul and Sophie Kang on the birth of Hudson Joon Kang on September 27, 2013  

and congratulations to his grandparents, too, Yung and Wha In Kang.  
 

BEST WISHES AND PRAYERS FOR: Susan Carter recuperating at home. 
 

PRAYERS FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY FOR: Valerie Williams-Sanchez recovering from surgery. 
 

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Mary Ferguson who is progressing in her recovery. 
 

LOVE AND BEST WISHES FOR: Sandy Yoo as she continues to recuperate. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Erik VanderWerf, Dorothy’s grandson, who completed his Eagle Scout Project of 

building an outdoor labyrinth at his church in Colorado Springs. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Norma Francis who received a Shining Star Award at the Urban League Guild Annual 

Recognition Luncheon on October 26th.  

DEACONS JOYFULLY HOSTED BRUNCH ON OCT. 20 

Your 17 Deacons enjoyed hosting about 140 for brunch in October and thanks the congregation for their  
participation. The Deacons also hosted the AED/CPR Training in October with 12 more  
persons certified in this most important skill.  The Prayer Chain is also sponsored by the  
Deacons and they encourage anyone who wishes to receive the prayer concerns each week  
to sign the list at Coffee & Conversation. Preparing and distributing the flowers each week  
is also the Deacons’ responsibility. If you wish to request flowers for someone, please let  
a Deacon know or stop in the Flower Room. Preparing the elements for our monthly  
Communion Services is also the task of the Deacons. Sending special Care Notes to  
members and friends of the congregation is part of the ministry as well. If at-home members 
wish to receive Communion on the first Sunday of each month, please contact a Deacon or the church office.  
 

 
FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available on 
our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our Web 
site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC by joining 
our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of Englewood), 
follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 



 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER, you are 
now able to dial in to our phone system and 
hear a recorded announcement of whether any 
of our activities are impacted.  During the 
opening message, just press 7 (think of pressing 
"S" for "Snow") to be informed of whether any 
events have been cancelled. 

A GENTLE REMINDER 
A Gift to the Church, 

A Promise to God, 

Stewardship/Commitment Sunday 

November 17, 2013 

DAYLIGHT  
SAVINGS ENDS 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks 
back on Sunday, November 3. 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
NOVEMBER 14TH 
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ber 2013 
First Presbyterian Church 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englew

ood, N
J 07631 

201-568-7373 
w

w
w

.englew
oodpres.org 

Sun Every Sunday: 
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am
 Bible Study 

11:00 am
 Worship Service 

12 noon Coffee & Conversation 
Nursery / child care available from

 9:30 am
 - 12:30 pm 

5:30pm Crossroads Contemporary Worship 

C
FL–  

C
enter for Learning 

C
H

-C
hapel 

C
R

-C
hoir R

oom
 

EH
-Elm

ore Hall 
ER

-East R
oom

 
LIB-Library 
M

R
-M

eeting R
oom

 
M

UR
-M

usic R
oom

 
N

-Nursery 
SANC

-Sanctuary 
  


